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ABSTRACT 



'Part 1 ot this report presents a summary ot 1969 > 

research studies; relating to language arts in elementary education. 
The summary comments on 111 studies (the majority ot which deal with 
reading instruction) drawn from 61 journals, organized under the 
categories of (1) research summaries and listings; (2) language; (3) 
oral communication ; ( 4 ) written communica tion--composi t ion , spelling, 

and handwriting; and (5) studies in reading--pre-kinderga r ten 
programs, preschool reading and readiness activities, beginning 
reading instruction, programs and grouping practices, vocabu/lary and 
word analysis, reading achievement and some correlates, interests and 
literature, and special problems and reading. Part 2 ot the report, a 
summary of 1969 investigations relating to the English language arts 
in secondary education (compiled from 100 journals) is also divided 
by subject: (1) bibliographies and summaries of research; (2) general 

English pedagogy (3) composition; (4) language; (5) literature; (6) 
reading; and (7) preparation ot secondary school English teachers 
(preservice, graduate, and inservice) . Both the elementary and 
secondary school sections provide a list ot references. (MF) 
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A Summary of Research Studies Relating to 
Language Arts in Elementary Education: 1969 



This ninth annual review of research 
in elementary language arts includes com- 
,mcnts on 111 studies. Of this number the 
great majority deal with reading instruc- 
tion, but there is an increase in the number 
of reports relating to the other aspects of 
the language arts. 

Attempts were made by the reviewers 
to include all studies relating to elemen- 
tary language arts reported in sixty-one 
journals from January, 1969 to December, 
1969. In some cases judgments were made 
by the reviewers as to whether or not an 
article was a research study; any ocher 
omissions are the responsibility of the re- 
viewers and are probably the result of 
faulty library searching. 

Again, as in previous years, this review 
is presented under the sponsorship of the 
Committee on Research of the National 
Council of Teachers of English. 

RESEARCH SUMMARIES AND ) 
LISTINGS ^ 

Robinson, Weintraub, and Smith 1 sum- 
marized and annotated 376 research studies 
in the field of reading publisljtfa between 



0 Dr. She (don is Professor of Education and Di- 
rector of the Reading and Language Arts Center at 
Syracuse University; Dr. Lashinger is Assistant 
Professor of Education (Visiting) at the Reading 
and Language Arts Center of Syracuse University. 
1 Helen M. Robinson, Samuel Weintraub, and 
Helen K. Smith, "Summary of Investigations Re- 
lating to Reading, July 1, 1967 to June 30, 1968/' 
Reading Research Quarterly , 4. (Winter, 1969) 
O >-316. 




July 1, 1967 and June 30, 1968. The studies 
are grouped under six major headings: (1) 
Summaries of Specific Aspects of Read- 
ing Research; (2) Teacher Preparation and 
Practice; (3) Sociology of Reading; (4) 
Physiology and Psychology of Reading; (5) 
‘The Teaching of Reading; (6) Reading 
of Atypical Learners. 

Harris, Otto, Barrett and Mattingly 2 
presented their annual “Summary and Re- 
view of Investigations Relating to Read- 
ing,” in the Journal of Educational Research. 
The summary and review includes em- 
pirical research in the following areas: ( 1) 
The Sociology of Reading; (2) The Psy- 
chology of Reading; (3) The Physiology 
of Reading; (4) The Teaching of Read- 
ing. 

Edward G. Summers 3 presented an an- 
notated listing of dissertations in college 
and adult reading instruction. Included 
were 84 dissertations completed at various 
universities in this country and Canada. 

Walter MacGinitie 4 analyzed the gen- 
eral nature of past research in reading 
readiness, cited specific examples, and 

-Theodore L. Harris, Wayne Otto, Thomas C. 
Barrett, and Jane Mattingly, "Summary and Re- 
view of Investigations Relating to Reading,” The 

Journal of Educational Research, 62, No. 7 (March, 
1969) 291-312. 

fi Edward G. Summers, "Doctoral Dissertations in 
College and Adult Readfing Instruction,” Journal 
of Reading, 12, No. §/(Muy, 1969 ) 647-654+, 13, 
No. 1, (October, 1969) 9-14. 

4 Walter MacGinitie, "Evaluating Readiness for 
Learning to Read: A Critical Review and Evalu- 
ation of Research/’ Reading Research Quarterly , 
4 (Spring, 1969) 396-410. 



243 



3 



